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THE PETER LAWFORD SHOW - Wm. Morris 

At the moment there is only one thing definite about this one and 
that is the fact that as soon as Lawford returns to Hollywood, plans will 
be finalized and an audition will be made for the Fall season. A number 
of different character approaches for Lawford are being developed now, 
with one factor definitely agreed upon. In addition to comedy there will 
be music. William Morris represents. 


PRIVATE SECRETARY with Ann Southern - TPA 

For the first time, in many months, a Hollywood film program of immediate 
and strong public acceptance is available for new network use on a week-by- 
week basis, with the same star who has projected so effectively over the 
years on an alternate basis with Jack Benny. Enough said 0 A special 
situation exists in this case wherein re-runa of the series are available 
for Spring and Summer use, leading up to the presentation of new material 
in the Fall. TPA represents. 


THE REAL McCOYS x-iith Walter Brennan - Wm. Morris 

Danny Thomas put up the money, the audition is almost ready for viewing, 
and the idea can be described very simply...Walter Brennan in a strong 
hillbilly approach to backwoods comedy. William Morris Agency represents. 


STAGE FATHER - NBC 

Producer Elliott Lewis expects to have an audition for NBC completed 
within two months. This is a father and son idea. The father is a 
retired oldster who lived his life in big time vaudeville. The son is 
a working actor of our day, none too successful. The humor comes from 
the manner in which the father and son tackle their problems, each in 
the perspective of his own generation. It is expected that Ed Wynn will 
play the father and the casting is now going on for the son. 


SNOOKS - NBC 

NBC has now definitely set a plan to create a comedy audition based on 
the well-remembered radio character created by Fanny Brice. Both Martha 
Raye and Joan Blondeli are under consideration for the new part. In its 
television development, "Snooks" will concern itself xclth the comedy 
adventures of a xtfoman who earns her living by creating the xinpredictable 
yoxmgster Icnox-m as "Snooks" in a radio shoxtf. 
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THIS IS ALICE - Desilu 

Alice is a warm and attractive 10-year old girl. She has a normal father 
and mother who love her very much and spoil her just a little. She has a 
grandfather who comes from the deep South and is still fighting the Civil 
War (in the proper sense of course). Alice, unfortunately, has a predilec¬ 
tion for pranks, not mean or selfish ... but believable juvenile 
adventures. All this is the background for a family appeal comedy which 
will be offered by Desilu Productions by March l£. 


THERE GOES CALVIN with Orson Bean - NBC 

NBC financed this pilot in Paris, intrigued by the prospect of presenting 
the comedy adventures of an American orchestra leader who lives and works 
in France, The European-made audition is now available for screening. 


TOM, DICK AND HARRY with Gene Nelson - Screen Gems 

This comedy tells the adventures of three young Americans who fought side 
by side in the war and then returned to civilian life to work, play and 
laugh together. One is a steelworker, the second a truck driver and the 
third an automobile mechanic. These roles will star Gene Nelson, Joe 
Mantell and Marvin Kaplan. Audition film is available. 


o • . 
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THE ABBOTTS - Desilu 

Desilu has made plans to bring to television the well known husband and 
wife dabblers in crime created by Frances Crane. This is of the "Thin 
Man" school involving the sophisticated touch. 


BATTLE FLAGS - Four Star 

Out of the'various programs discussed which will use the Civil War as a 
background, this one is the closest to reality. The idea belongs to 
advertising executive Everett Meade and is a dramatic anthology in nature. 
Each week there will be a story about an ordinary soldier of the Civil 
liar, and the tales i-ri.ll alternate between the North and the South. Author 
Bruce Catton will act as technical Adviser for Four Star Productions, 


THE CLUE - MCA 

Alfred Hitchcock has selected this particular idea as the core of another 
step in network television. The "Clue" xri.ll be an adult crime shew. The 
star xrill be Dennis O'Keefe and the springboard storytelling .role which 
he will assume will be that of a professor of .criminology. MCA represents. 


COLLECTOR'S ITEM with Vincent Price and Peter Lorre - CBS 

Price takes the part of the ox-mer of a New York art gallery with Lorre 
as a phony art dealer who goes to xvork for him. This is from CBS. 


CONFLICT - MCA 

This offering marks the first move westward to Hollywood by the successful 
production team of Barry & Enright. MCA is guiding this tour and in this 
case the project seems standard fare ... an anthology series ... centering 
on stories xri.th a p^clriatric- background. An audition is available. 


CRISIS — Live and Film - NBC 

This is the nexv one-hour melodrama scheduled by NBC to replace "Robert 
Montgomery Presents". It has been anno need that Alfred Hitchcock x-ri.ll 
produce ten of the live shows each year and MCA xri.ll mastermind the rest 
(both live and film) through its Revue Productions. 
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EXCLUSIVE - ABC Film Syndication 

True stories of importance from the world of international news reporting 
is the theme of this ABC-Film project, created by producer Bernie Luber in 
association with the Overseas Press Club, Famous names will contribute 
their best news stories ... Pierre Huss, John Daly, Bob Considine and so 
forth. The program is still reserved for network sale, and an audition 
film is available for screening. 


HAVE GUN, WILL TRAVEL x-dth Richard Boone - CBS 

This has been quietly developed by CBS, all about a strong charactered 
fellow with a love of danger who finds excitement in life by placing ad¬ 
vertisements in the newspaper which simply say that he is willing to 
undertake anything. This will bring Richard Boone, of Medic, into his 
first regular character part, and the idea is described as adult adventure. 


JOHNNY PILGRIM - ABC 

The production team of Pine & Thomas has been retained by ABC to create 
this new series in the adult police-adventure field, William Bishop is 
the star and he plays the role of a private detective with offices in San 
Diego, California. An important part of the project is to add scope to 
the series by photographing a considerable portion of the action against 
the real-life background of the San Diego fishing fleet, the Naval life of 
the port and the colorful activity of Tijuana, just across the nearby 
border. MCA represents. 


MGM THEATER - MGM 

MGM is moving in with both feet in the area of the important one hotir late 
evening film show for television. In this offering they are making avail¬ 
able a long list of unproduced properties acquired by the studio over many 
years, including the heretofore unpresented plays of William Faulkner, 
Phillip Barry, Rebecca- West, etc. 


MYSTERY STREET - ABC 

This program represents MGM's first definite sale since it entered the 
television lists, in this case a sale to ABC for Fall scheduling. "Mystery 
Street" will be of one hour length and will offer stories from the long 
list of top mystery tales controlled by the studio, stories of the type 
represented by "Dial M for Murder", "Night Must Fall", etc. A host like 
Sir Ralph Richardson or Robert Morley will be employed. 
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NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS (working title) - Independent 

The Mitchell Gertz Company has cleared biographical stories about most of 
the Nobel Prize Winners, stories from all over the world ... and these true 
life accounts will be the basis of an anthology series,, The particular 
award categories to be used are Science, Literature and Art, The winners 
of the Peace Axrard will be avoided in this prestige show Q 


OFFICIAL DETECTIVE STORY - Desilu 

A strong, adult crime show is being developed by Desilu Productions in 
association with NTA, using the files of the well knoxm Official Detective 
Ms-gazine as source material, Russell Thorsen will be the week-by-xveek 
host, introducing the true stories. An audition is planned and will be 
available about March 1st, 


PERSONAL REPORTS - Desilu 

The inside business of private investigation is the springboard for this 
Desilu project in association with NTA. It will feature Wayne Morris and 
"Touch 1 * Connors as two partners in the "private eye" business. The theme 
of the stories xri.ll be somewhat sophisticated, with large doees of romance. 
Lee Sholen x-ri.ll produce and direct and the audition film can be seen by 
approximately March 1st, 


PORTRAIT - MCA 

MCA has decided to bring Ronald Coleman back in his first netx-rorlc telexri.sion 
project since the Halls of Ivy, "Portrait" is an anthology series in con¬ 
cept. The stories will be adult in nature but xxith many concerning themselves 
xri.th romance. In addition to his duties as host of the series Coleman x-ri.ll 
take the leading role in thirteen shows per year. An audition is available. 
The basic idea is to create each program so that it shoxvs a sensitive 
picture of basic American types ... the nurse, judge, steelworker, etc. 


THE PRICE OF PEACg - Gannaway 

Producer Albert Gannax-ray is shooting at the highest rung of importance in 
building this anthology, dedicated to the true stories shoxri.ng the extent 
and nature of America's effort to build the kind of a defense system that 
xriLll maintain peace. The producer is working closely with various govern¬ 
ment agencies and is being given clearance on a great deal of material here¬ 
tofore classified as confidential. Each shox-r xri.ll use an important dramatic 
lead and Van Heflin and Robert Taylor already have been placed under contract, 

Milton Geiger is xvriting the audition film x-rhich will be available for view¬ 
ing by April 1st. 

... .. . .. — - ~ - £•' •' 
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STAKE OUT - Famous Artists 

Famous Artists is financing an off-beat documentary audition which will be 
done in conjunction with the San Diego Police Department, The basic idea 
is to plant a camera when underworld tip-offs point to the possible creation 
of a crime, and to photograph the crime as it happens and as the hidden 
officers go into action. This is being done with the full cooperation of the 
San Diego Police Department which has assured the producers with sufficient 
source of tip-off action. The only material used will be that under which 
releases have been given. 


THE THIN MAN - MGM 

MGM is offering a television version of this Dashiel Hammett property, 
to be produced as a slick and sophisticated whodunit. A David Niven 
type star is being sought. MGM is anxious that everyone know that Ham¬ 
mett himself no longer has any rights in the vehicle, and will not receive 
royalty. 


WHAT IS A MAN - Famous Artists 

This is frankly offered by Famous Artists as a series to fill the need 
of the client who might wish to use a truly prestige dramatic show. Each 
week "What Is A Man" will examine an important member of our American 
society by asking the qixestion ... What is a Minister? ... What is a 
Bricklayer ... What is a ballplayer? The answer will be presented in 
documentary form under the guidance of producer Louis DeRochemont. 


THE WALTER WINCHELL SHOW (new version) - Desilu 

Wincliell is returning for a second try at television in this film project 
under the sponsorship of Desilu Productions. The plan is to offer an adult 
crime show, using stories with which Wanchell himself has had some 
personal involvement or tangible association, growing out of his life as a 
newspaper reporter* Winchell will act as the host for the series and will 
play himself in the dramatic unfolding of a certain proportion of the 
tales. 

TWENTY GRAND MYSTERY - Live - John Guedel 

John Guedel Productions makes its first new show offering since the sale 
of Groucho Marx in 19U7. Program is unique in that it welds together the 
elements of mystery drama and quiz in the same show. This is to be a live 
half-hour, embodying non-gory mystery drama. Each week a contestant tries 
to win up to $20,000 by guessing whodunit. Program includes home 
participation angles. Kinescope audition available. 
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THE NEW BOB CROSBY SHOW — Live - CBS 

A decision has just been made to change the approach of the much talked about 
Bob Crosby night time show from audiehce participation to a straight musical 
venture. The working title is now "Musical Americana". Each week Crosby and 
his orchestra* aided by important guest stars* will select a basic category of 
popular American music and develop it strongly* calypso, rock »n roll* or 
whatever. This program must be used on CBS, 


CALVACADE OF NIGHT CLUBS — Film - Independent 

Mitchell Gertz has acquired tie-ins with 39 famous night clubs from all over 
the world and is going to use them as a springboard to present a television 
series presenting the personalities who made them famous. Some of the clubs 
are Ciro’s and the Mocambo of Hollywood, the Lido of Paris* etc. Some of the 
talent is Marlene Dietrich* Milton Berle* Joe E. Lewis, etc. No date set on 
the audition,, 


THE DENNIS DAY SHCW — Live - Independent 

Irving Fine of JM Productions will tailor the Dennis Day Show to a sponsor’s 
wishes. He feels that the growing interest in music for television will 
soundly launch Dennis Day on the comeback trail. 


DRESS REHEARSAL with Howard Keel — Live - Independent 

Producer Leonard Spiegelgass has. been busily collecting a vast amount of 
true-life material concerned with what goes on behind the scenes in preparing 
the music for every Broadway musical hit. Songs are always being added or 
being taken out right down to the first curtain, such as the last minute 
insertion of "I Could Have Danced All Night", which became the big hit of 
"My Fair Lady". Using this format as the base, Spielgelgass and the Paul Small 
Agency are offering a musical show for Howard Keel* their most important 
musical client. 


EDDIE FISHER SHOT — Live - NBC 

NBC made the announcement this week. Next season the network will present 
Fisher in a once-a-week* one hour musical variety show ala Como, 
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THE FRANCES LANGFORD SHOW — Film - Independent 

Producer Charles Wick believes that he has a trail-blazer in this project now 
being edited. He is a personal friend of Miss Langford and feels that she 
never looked better, and never sang better. He has painstakingly developed a 
program format for her in which her new program will use all of the comedy 
greats and near greats of our business in special blending of comedy skit and 
compatible music. He is working to create a show that will make the most 
interesting use of music yet seen in network television. The audition will 
be available for viewing by March 1. 


GRAND OLE OPRY TYPE SHOW - (Working Title) -- Film - CBS Film Syndication 

CBS-Film is planning a network film production along these lines, using the 
best hillbilly names available. There is nothing more available on this, 
except that the network wants to climb on the folk music bandwagon. 


THE INA RAY HUTTON SHCW — Live - Independent 

There are those who feel that Ina Ray Hutton and her all-girl band represent 
the best female version of Lawrence Welk and his group and there are those who 
don't, Nevertheless, on the strength of the rating vitality which the all-girl 
organization demonstrated in live local television in Los Angeles, the show 
deserves to be listed herein, A strong effort is being made to sell the show 
on a netvrork basis. 


IT'S GREAT TO BE YOUNG — Film or Live - Don Fedderson 

Producer Don Fedderson has just completed a pilot offering the industry a 
Lawrence Welk type musical show but aimed at teenagers only. In this instance 
the star is a talented young man named Bob Bruner, who was discovered by Welk. 
There is a teenage musical group and there will be teenage contestants. The 
Welk association with the program is more than mere association. He will give 
his guiding hand to the operation. 


RANCH PARTY — Film - Screen Gems 


Screen Gems has joined hands with Mitchell Hamilburg to offer a country 
music-show on film with Tex Ritter as the host and nearly every western musical 
performer in Hollywood is scheduled sooner or later to join inothe fun. Screen 
Gems describes this as music with humor in the traditional American way. 



Ok 
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TIN PAN ALLEY — Film - 20th Century Fox 

Twentieth Century Fox is the first major motion picture studio to talk 
seriously about a filmed musical program for mid-evening network television. 

The exact format of Tin Pan Alley has not been set except to describe it as 
a series which will offer true-to-life characters from America’s Tin Pan Alley, 
in a mixture of song and stories. The main strength is the backlog of material 
which the studio controls. 


TIN PAN SALLY — Film - ABC 

This film show is ABC’s first offering in the realm of a network musical, and is 
being guided in development by the network's number one program developer, 

Lou Edelman. His basic idea centers around a young girl who inherits a famous 
New York music publishing company and decides to run the business herself. 

Each program will tell a complete human interest story, with time out for two 
or three songs. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF HIAWATHA - Famous Artists 

It had to come, and here it is, a plan under serious development by Famous 
Artists to present the legendary Indian boy of Longfellox^ *s poem as the central 
character of a new adventure-a-ction series» 


CAPTAIN ZOOM 

This new project is an outgrowth of a popular local Los Angeles live show on 
KNXT in which the same personality (Dal McKennon) developed considerable 
strength in the role of a rocket ship captain called "Captain Jet". In his new 
character in this projected film series he is now called "Captain Zoom". He 
cruises through outer space in his rocket ship with dialogue, action and the 
proper scientific facts all aimed to interest the youngest kids in the audience. 
In his new role Captain Zoom has a pretty girl to help him, a small roving 
spot of light that talks, and a robot friend who looks like Humpty-Dumpty. 

Two quarter-hour auditions are available, and the program can be acquired on a 
strip basis or once a week as a 30-minute show» "Captain Zoom" is produced by 
Eddie Smardan. 


ENCHANTMENT — Live - ABC 

The Paul Small Agency in Hollywood is offering Frances Horwitch in a follow-up 
program to her well known Ding Dong School. In this instance Mrs« Horwitch 
plans to do nothing more than dramatize in a simple and direct way the great 
and traditional children*s stories of all time. "Enchantment" has the personal 
endorsement of Pat Weaver who is its special salesman, even thought it*s tied 
to ABC. 


LITTLE LEAGUE SHOW - Ziv 

Ziv has optioned a plan under which a film program would be created and 
developed in co-operation with the Little League Baseball Association, which is 
currently so active throughout the United States. The show would star Buddy 
Blattner, vridely known for his work as a baseball commentator in television. 

The show itself would be mainly concerned in bringing groups of little leaguers 
together to meet and play ball with the biggest names in baseball today. A 
special merchandising plan is being worked out aimed at the average American 
boy between the ages of 9 and 16, Ziv estimates an approximate cost of $13,000 
per s how. 


SABU - Independent 

Interstate Television has produced two pilots in color of this famous property 
starring the original Sabu. It is to be a period and costume show laid in India 
with frequent use of animals, particularly Sabu's elephant, Sabu will have a 
girl friend and a white hunter friend, and these characters will be regulars 
in the cast. 
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SINBAD THE SAILOR - William Morris 

This classic story from "A Thousand and One Nights" is the basis of a juvenile 
adventure series offered by the Hollywood theatrical film producers, the King 
Brothers. An extra quality of location value should be noted here, as it is 
planned to film this series in Turkey, William Morris represents. 


TOM AND JERRY CARTOON - MGM 

MGM has undisclosed plans for releasing this property to television at a future 
date. It is important because it represents one of the last remaining ' • 
top-level cartoon vehicles still available. 


TOM SWIFT - Independent 

Thirty million copies of the Tom Swift adventures have been sold since first 
publication. Producers Herb Strock and Barry Kirk have the license to use all 
of this material as the basis of their television series. These adventures 
are science-fiction in nature ahd our juvenile hero is the son of a great 
inventor. Tom Swift and his pal travel thru space and time to conquer the 
villians. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF A MODEL with Joanne Dru - Vtau Morris Family 

The William Morris Agency failed to sell this audition last year but still 
talk of it as one of their most important mid-evening full-family programs. 
It stars Joanne Dru as a girl who earns her living as a professional model 
in New York City, The excellent supporting players are William Redfield 
and John Emory, 


THE ADVENTURES OF PERRY MASON with Raymond Burr - CBS Adult 

CBS made the pilot months ago and then placed it on their list of "completed 
but not talked about projects". The audition stars Raymond Burr in the role 
of Earle Stanley Gardner's famous detective and the network grapevine 
indicates that the show is excellent. It is supposedly scheduled for 
definite network use next Fall on Saturday evening on a one hour basis with 
various major clients already showing strong interest. 


ALARM - Roland Reed Family 

Even as this report is being edited, producer Roland Reed is once again 
in New York offering television's only audition about the life and excitement 
of being a big city fireman in our USA. 


ALEXANDER BOTTS - NBC Comedy 

At long last NBC has taken definite steps-, to audition this famous tractor 
salesman for the 1957 season. The Starring role will go to Don Adams and the 
production responsibility remains with Tom McKnight. The audition will be 
available for viewing by March l5th. 


AMAZON TRADER with Keith Larsen - Warner Bros, Family 

Last season, Warner Brothers offered this adventure series from a brochure. 
This season a special audition will be made with Keith Larsen now placed 
under contract to replace John Sutton who was offered before. It has been 
decided that Sutton's European characteristics are not as desirable as those 
of a jungle trader who would appear as a typical American hero. This is 
the new slant for 1957. It is planned to set up a permanent unit to 
photograph authentic Amazon backgrounds for integration here in Hollywood, 
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ARIZONA. AMES - Four Star Western 

The expanded interest in the adult western has induced Four Star Productions 
to keep this pilot film starring Dick Anderson in .the front showcase, They 
are so sure of client action that advance scripts are being prepared. 


ASSIGNMENT FOREIGN LEGION with Merle Oberon 

Two additional programs have now been made in this CBS-Film adventure 
series all about what happens when you join the French Foreign Legion, 
The exteriors have been photographed in North Africa, the interiors in 
England and the resulting quality has Improved to a point where CBS-Film 
is still ear-marking this one for a network scale. Miss Oberon is the 
hostess on all of the shows and plays the leading dramatic role in some. 


ASSIGNMENT MEXICO - CBS Family 

This is a Harry Ackerman-CBS venture. The concept of the series is different 
in that the central character is a woman. The heroine is described as an 
American girl who runs a travel bureau in Mexico, but who is working under 
cover for the American Secret Service. This role will be played by Peggy 
Castle and much of the outdoor action planned for this series will be 
photographed in Mexico, There should be an audition within six weeks. 


THE BLUE ANGELS - NBC Juvenile 

The Blue Angels are the top flyers of the navy, famed for their dare-devil 
exhibition performances. Producer Sam Gallu, as an outgrowth of "Navy Log", 
has acquired the official right to use the Blue Angels as the basis of a 
new adventure action series for kids, NBC will bankroll. The production 
will be in color and the audition program will be available by approximately 
April 1st, after being on the back burner for a long time. 


BULLDOG DRUMMOND - ABC Film Syndication Family 

An audition film featuring this famous police character of fiction was made 
sometime ago in England and later Don Sharpe and Warren Lewis acquired 
American sales rights. There was dissatisfaction with the quality of the 
pilot. A new film now has been made and is being offered for sale by ABC- 
Film with Sharpe and Lewis still in the picture. 

CAVAIRY PATROL - CBS ' Adult 


Some months ago CBS made a sample of this adult western-action, starring 
Dewey Martin, The film was shot entirely on location in Utah raider the super¬ 
vision of the producer of Gunsmoke, Charles Marquis Warren, and results were 
only so-so. No sales action yet, but the network keeps it on the production 
list, offering the possibility of changing the lead. This was the first 
cavalry x*restern to be made. 
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COURAGE - McCadden 

McCadden Productions is following up its newly slotted NBC dramatic show 
"Panic" with a renewed push for this anthology in the same general category, 
and one this company has talked about for some time. In this case the idea 
simply offers true stories of every kind and description telling moments of 
great human courage. An audition is avai3.able without the commitment of a 
host, with the final choice left to the mutual agreement of producer and client. 


THE DELIGHTFUL IMPOSTER - McCadden Family 

McCadden Productions is still talking seriously about proceeding with a 
situation Comedy which the company calls "The Story of a Modern Scarlet 
Pimpernel", a clever hero who uses his endless ingenuity to right the 
wongs he sees perpetrated around him. Scripts have been prepared, but 
no casting set. 


DIGBY with William Demarest - TPA Family 

After much delay, TPA will make a pilot of this program idea during the last 
part of March. Digby is a newspaper photographer, the creation of magazine 
writer Douglas Welch, His adventures frequently have appeared in the Saturday 
Evening Post, William Demarest will star in this full-family comedy offering. 


DOCTOR MIKE with Keith Andes - Screen Gems Family 

In our last report this Screen Gems venture was designated as "Emergency", It 
presents a series dealing with the lives of doctors, nurses and patients in 
a big city hospital and will bear the approval of the American Medical 
Association. An audition is available and it stars Keith Andes as the young 
doctor xfho will typifj 1 - the drama of the men and women in white. 


FIRST NIGHTER - Frank Cooper Family 

The Frank Cooper Agency has acquir ed the rights to this perennial anthology 
from Screen Gems and is now beginning an active campaign to s ell the program 
for the 1937-3B season. 


FLIGHT - Independent - Adult 

After a year’s delay the producers of "Medic" are definitely preparing this 
project as one of the new shows to be presented by their organization. The 
series will be documentary in style and will concern itself with aviation and 
all its phases. Some of the programs will be historical. Seme will look into 
the future. All will be designed to examine in strong dramatic form, man's 
conquest of the air. 
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FLIGHT PLAN - Famous Artists Adult 

This is offered by Famous Artists as a prestige dramatic show for the 1957- 
58 season. It was listed in our previous report under the banner of the Jaffe 
Company. The Department of Defense has given its blessing to the project and 
the central idea concerns factually presented stories of the drama behind the 
scenes in the operation of the vast United States Air Force* with each case 
presented as a .fictionized story ... how a new survival kit was properly 
tested ... what happened to the guided misile that disappeared in its first 
test flight and so on. 


THE FOREST RANGER - Independent ._ Family 

Adventure in the great outdoors. The Forest Ranger loves the boy and the 
boy loves animals. Last season Ben Fox produced a pilot film for ABC 
starring Dick Foran. In the months since* new footage has been photographed 
and a streamlined version of the original pilot offered in which there is 
more action and less talk. 


THE GUN AND THE QUILL - Goodson-Todman Western 

It is an idea which has been under long-time development by author Walter 
Net-man* all about the adventures of a pioneer newspaper editor who was quick 
on the draw. It was announced last year by Goodson-Todman and this 
company is now planning definitely to have an audition for the 1957 season. 
No casting as yet. 


HERE COKES THE SHOWBOAT with Rory Calhoun - Screen Gems Family 

This was mentioned previously as "Uncle Charlie's Showboat" and has become 
the first 1957 offering from Screen Gems, The setting is a Mississippi 
River Boat'of the 1870»s and the plan is to create a series with action 
and adventure but with music* too. The star is Rory Calhoun, The project 
has been placed in the hands of Irving Briskin* who resigned from Columbia 
Pictures to establish an independent television production organization 
with special Screen Gems tie-ins. First reports are disappointing. 
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HOW TO MARRY A MILLIONAIRE - Fox Family 

Fox Studios has carried this over from last year's planning board, and has now 
given the project to producer Harriet Parsons who has scheduled March as a 
definite production date. The idea, of course, comes from the famous Fox 
picture starring Marilyn Monroe, Betty Grable and Lauren Bacall, Unknowns . 
will be cast in these roles, all about the adventures of three small town 
girls who live together in New York, setting their caps to catch a millionaire, 
but naturally, when they do fall in love, it's always for the fellow who has 
everything but money 


I LOVE A MYSTERY - Ziv Adult 

Ziv completed an audition film last year inspired by Carleton Morse's radio 
serial, and has kept it in a quiet corner ever since. In adapting "Mystery" 
to television, Ziv has abandoned the original characters and the idea of a 
continued story. What remains is a basic anthology, geared to adult stories 
for late evening viewing. 


IVANHOE - Screen Gems Family 

Here is a costume-action series inspired by Sir Walter Scott's classic work of 
literature. Screen Gems represents, with major production activity planned for 
England, In a world of chivalry and heraldry, Ivanhoe, lifts his lance 
against tyranny and for decency, freedom and a better life for serf and the 
common people. The audition will be ready by March 1st, 


JAMES MICHENER PRESENTS - Independent Family 

Producer-director Orville Hampton will have two audition films completed by 
April 1, and both will be photographed completely in and around Honolulu, 

As announced previously, author Michener will supervise the stories and will 
act as the host of the series. The target is his pet literary field, 
romantic adventuring in the South Seas, 


JOHNNY COME LATELY with Jack Carson - NBC Family 

This one really goes back, but NBC still has faith and is keeping its option 
under control. The star is Jack Carson who portrays a television news 
commentator with a nose for trouble. The target is full-family mid-evening 
entertainment. 


t-j 


THE LANDMARK SHCW with Bennett Cerf - Goodson-Todman Family 

CBS joined forces with Goodson-Todman over a year ago to create an audition 
of a quality biographical program for the whole family, based on the material 
in the Landmark books. The pilot film tells the true story of John Paul Jones, 
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with Bennett Cerf as the host. Even after all these months CBS is strong in 
its endorsement of this property. 


MAN AGAINST CRIME - Independent Family 

This was one of the first successful live crime shows in television, starring 
Ralph Bellamy* Under the new scheme of things at ABC it has now been dusted 
off and a new addition of the show, on film, will be ready for viewing by the 
middle of April, In the new version of the series the hero will travel all 
around the world and much location shooting is planned. No casting as yet. 

THE MARIE WILSON SHOW - (Working title) - CBS Comedy 

McCadden Productions has now completed a pilot of this show for CBS, George 
Burns himself designed and built this new network entry for Miss Wilson, She 
inherits a huge company. She finds herself on the board of directors,,.and 
you take it from here. 


MR* BELVEDERE - 20th Century Fox Family 

Here is another example indicating how firmly the major producers keep push¬ 
ing the development of standard properties. As will be remembered, Mr, 
Belvedere was first auditioned as a regular show on the 20th Century Fox Hour 
and received only mild agency interest. It is now ready to go before the 
cameras again in a program that is being planned as a series audition from the 
ground up, presenting a warmer more human characterization. It is doubtful 
that Reginald Gardiner will again appear as Mr, Belvedere, GAC is represent¬ 
ing 20th Century Fox, 


MYSTERY WRITERS THEATRE with George Sanders - NBC Adult 

Some months ago this late-evening anthology which features George Sanders as 
the host was sold by Screen Gems to NBC. Since our last report NBC has con¬ 
tinued making new programs and as of this date a total of 13 shows have been 
completed and a network spot is being talked about. This is a series designed 
to carry the best stories from the files of the nation's top mystery writer. 


NEW YORK CONFIDENTIAL with Lee Tracy - TPA Adult 

TPA is offering this semi-documentary idea based on the best seller by Lee 
Mortimer. The central character is a New York newspaper columnist played by 
Lee Tracy whose nose for news gets him into endless Manhattan adventures. The 
audition was made on location in New York city some months ago, TPA is still 
pushing for a sale on a national network basis. 
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THE ORSON WELLES SHOW - NBC Adult 

Desilu made the pilot and it was held back for many months,, Recently it was 
acquired by NBC and the network is now offering it nationally, The program 
is of anthology-type, dramatized stories of every kind and description with 
Mr, Welles as the permanent host of all and as the dramatic star of some. 


PUBLICITY GIRL with Jan Sterling - ABC Family 


Some months before he closed shop producer Jack Chertok set out to develop 
what he described as "another Ann Sothern’" for ABC with Jan Sterling shoulder¬ 
ing the lead in the role of a female Hollywood press agent 0 The pilot has 
been re-edited a little, and is now being pushed again by the network. 


PULITZER PRIZE PLAYHOUSE - Hal Roach Adult 

There is new activity here at the Hal Roach Studios, A special contract has 
been entered into with Columbia University, the official custodian of the 
Pulitzer Award Foundation, Under this new association, Columbia University 
will join in selecting the best Pulitzer Prize stories of all time, drama, 
fiction or personal achievement and help guide the Roach Studios in the 
development of an important anthology using this material* 


RED RYDER - Flying A Western 

The surge of interest in westerns has prompted Flying "A" Productions to put 
this property back on the market. It is based on the action comic strip that 
has been so widely read for many years* There were a good many Red Ryder 
motion pictures made bjr Republic, but all such movie making rights have now 
lapsed. 


RESCUE - Independent Family 

Fordyce Productions (Collier Young and Joseph Cotten) have developed an idea 
that represents another step in the expanding area of true, real-life stories. 
In this instance, the series will center on every phase of human rescue from 
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker marooned on a raft in the Pacific, to a child's 
kitten helpless on the roof.,,showing that very often the drama of rescue 
lies as much in the story of the rescuer as in the story of rescue itself. 


THE SHAPE, THE FACE, AND THE BRAIN with Mamie Van Doren - -Screen Gems Comedy 

This was reported previously as "Girls About Town," In this instance Screen 
Gems is offering the comedy adventures of three beautiful girls 'who share a 
small apartment in New York, They work, they play, they fall in love and they 
fall out again. An audition is available for screening and it stars Mamie 
Van Doren, 
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SHORE LEAVE with Paul Gilbert - Screen Gems Comedy 

This is another carry-over project from Screen'Gems, where more auditions 
are being made than anywhere else in Hollywood, The producers have set 
their sights here on a comedy played against the background of navy life. 
Two friends' are in the Navy, serving together, and we follow their 
advent tires all over the world. The star is Paul Gilbert and an audition 
is available. 


THE SKY»S THE LIMIT - CBS Family 

This contemplated action-adventure series was announced by producer 
Harry Ackerman many months ago. According to Ackerman a definite go 
ahead finally has been received from CBS and the long talked about 
audition will be available by late Spring, The series will concern 
itself with the adventures growing out of the life and times of a young 
American who has an airplane for hire. No casting yet. 


SNOWFIiiE - ilBC Family 

ABC-Film. took over this McGowan Productions some months ago and latest 
reports indicate that it may be on the ABC network schedule next Fall* 
This is all about the modern day ranch family with the little daughter 
who grew up xvith a remarkable quality; she found out that she could 
talk to a horse, and the horse, in turn, could talk to her, 

THE TEACHER - MCA * Family 

This carry-over is still one of the important projects at MCA.,,,a 
dramatic series done with honesty, portraying the real-life portrait 
of the average American teacher, her problems, her frustrations, her 
accomplishments, A tie-up with a national educational organisation is 
planned. It is hoped that either Pfyrna Loy or Laraine Day will be the 
hostess of the series and also play the leading role in a portion of 
the stories. 


THE TRAILBLAZER - CBS Western 

Harry Ackerman and CBS are still pushing to create interest in this 
adult-western inspired by the life of John C, Fremont, one of the first 
explorer-pathfinders to come through the Rockies and see the Pacific 
Ocean, 
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TWICE UPON A Til® - Hal Roach Adult 

Hal Roach is rebuilding this anthology plan with serious intent. Top 
screen writers will adapt traditional public domain stories, giving 
them a modern setting. Thus, Moby Dick becomes a story about a 
submarine. Roach hopes to have Maxwell Anderson do the pilot, and it 
is planned as a one-hour film show. 


WALDO - Maxwell Family 

Last year producer Robert Maxwell presented a pilot of this new series, 
his first offering since his Lassie became such’an important part of 
the television scene. Waldo is still available, televisions 1 only 
offering in which the featured character (Waldo) is a chimpanzee, 

Waldo lives with his young owner in a city apartment, and the owner 
treats Waldo not as another human being but as a precocious animal 
friend with whom he enjoys a series of bewildering human adventures. 


THE WEB - Goodson-Todman Adult 

This tense, psychological melodrama series.. originally telecast as a 
live dramatic program on CBS...is still available as a new anthology 
film series. Each program will have a different Hollywood star, but 
with a permanent host to be selected. ' This is a Goodson-Todman offering 
in association with Screen Gems. 
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PROGRAMS SOLD OR PLACED IN SYNDICATION 
_ From our Preceding List 

1. MEN OF ANNAPOLISo«..Placed in syndication by Ziv, 

2. CAPTAIN GRIEF.<>..Placed in syndication by Guild. 

3. MR. ADAMS & EVE...CBS, Fri. 9:00 p.nu Colgate-&-Reynolds Tobacoo 

U« FRONTIER DOCTOR*..Placed In syndication by Hollywood Television Service, 
f?. WHIRLYBIRDS,..Placed in syndication by CBS-Film. 

6. 0 HENRY PLAYHOUSE.o..Placed in syndication by Gross-Krasne Company. 

7. TUGBOAT ANNIE....Placed in syndication by TPA. 

8. SHERIFF OF COCHISE,..Placed in syndication by NTA. 

9. THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS...Placed in syndication by TPA. 

10, HERE COMES TOBOR,..Placed in syndication by Guild, 

11, NOAH'S ARK...NBC, Tues. 8:30 p.m, Liggett-Myers - Max Factor but now 

cancelled. 

12. ADVENTURES OF RICHARD DIAMOND...CBS, Mon. 9:30 p.m., as Summer replacement 

for December Bride, 

13. MARTIN KANE...Placed in syndication by Ziv. 
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THE FAMILY TREE - Chertok Productions 
FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY - NBC 
FLIGHT TO ADVENTURE - CBS-Film 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS - NBC 
AFRICAN DRUMBEAT - Edward Dukoff 
BORDER PATROL - Gallu Productions 
BOX 13 with Alan Ladd - MCA 
BRIEFCASE - NBC 

THE CITY - Mark Stevens Productions 

COMMAND PERFORMANCE - ABC 

CRIME CLASSICS - NBC 

FRONTIER JUDGE - ABC 

HART OF HONOLULU - CBS 

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE - ABC 

JEOPARDY - MCA 

JOHN FORD THEATRE - MCA 

THE LONG HIGHWAY - ABC 

RID U.S.A. - ABC 

ROUGH SKETCH - William Morris Company 
20TH CENTURY FOX ANTHOLOGY 
98 WILLIAM STREET - Warner Bros, 

ONE FALSE STEP - John Guedel with TPA 
PORT OF CALL - Warner Bros, 

THE BETTY WHITE SHOW - NEC 

BARBARA STANWYCK SHCW - Jaffe Agency 

BIG FOOT WALLACE - Conne-Stephens Productions 

HARBOR INN - Hal Roach 
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JOAN DAVIS SHOW - ABC 

THE PROFESSOR AND THE KIDS - MCA 

50 GRAND MYSTERY - John Guedel - NBC 

I COVER THE WATERFRONT - 20TH CENTRY FOX 

THE STARS AND THE STATE - Four Star Productions 

STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND - Goodson-Todman Company 

TRUE DETECTIVE STORIES - Studio City Productions (Republic 

Pictures) 

THE WORLD'S GREATEST LETTERS - MCA 
I, MICKEY SPILLANE - Jaffe Agency 
LOVE STORY - Four Star Productions 
MEN OF SCIENCEE- MCA 
MR. BIG - Chertok Productions 
BEAUTY PARLOR - Screen Gems 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN - 20th Century Fox 
THE DARWIN FAMILY - William Morris Agency 
JULIE LOVES ROME - Roland Reed Productions 
THE ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN NEMO - Goodson-Todman Productions 
BOYS TOWN - Conne-Stephens Company 
LATTITUDE ZERO - Don Sharpe-Warren Lewis Productions 
LIFE STORY - MCA 

MARINELAND - Flying "A" Productions 
THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND - TPA 
OLD MAN COFFEE - Four Star Productions 
$100,000 REWARD - Four Star Productions 
THE SALVAGE MASTER - Four Star Productions 
COLOR PLAYHOUSE - NBC 
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FRCGRAMS WITHDRAWN OR COMPLETELY INACTIVE 3 

ENTRY - Gallu Productions 

THE GREAT MOUTHPIECE - Roland Reed Productions 
THE JOKER - Four Star Productions 
CLAUDIA - William Morris Company 
SHERIFF U.S.A. - Conne-Stephens Company 
TEST PILOT - Gross-Krasne Productions 
TREASURE HUNTERS - Roland Reed Productions" 

THE VALLEY OF THE BLUE MOUNTAIN - Frank Wisbar 
A WOMAN'S DIARY warbh Virginia Bruce - MCA 
YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU - Screen Geras 
THE YOUNG REVEREND - Robert Maxwell 
JOHNNY MOCCASIN - NBC 

KNIGHT OF THE SOUTH SEAS with Jon Hall - MCA 
RED SMITH SHOW 4 Goodson-Todjnan Productions 
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